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WHAT WE’LL COVER TONIGHT
• How to get started

• Where to find resources

• Basic research tips

• How to dig deeper

• Q&A 



FROM TIME 
IMMEMORIAL
Everett and Snohomish County are on the ancestral lands of 
the Coast Salish peoples. 
NWR has resources and archival photos related local Native 
history and culture

• Some represent Native voices telling their own stories
• Many older works are from white sources interpreting 

Native culture and history
• We defer to the staff at the Hibulb Cultural Center & 

Natural History Preserve on the Tulalip Reservation and 
strongly recommend a visit
• Hibulbculturalcenter.org
• Research Library: 360.716.2641 or 360.716.2600



WHAT ARE PEOPLE 
LOOKING FOR?
• Photographs
• Who occupied their structure

• They want to feel more connected to their property
• They think they have a ghost – really, we get this 

frequently
• What their commercial building was used for
• Blueprints and plans for historic preservation
• Information about the architect who designed their 

structure
• Permit and structural information because something has 

come into question with the city



CAN WE 
HELP?
USUALLY! 



NORTHWEST ROOM 
CHANGES

• Altered Covid operations
• Currently appointment-only
• 10am-6pm, Tuesday-Thursday
• Limit 2 people per group
• 1 business day notice 

appreciated 
• Still available for phone or email 

reference services
• Recently welcomed Priscilla 

Strettell back into new role as 
Northwest Room Assistant!

• No current timeline for resuming 
normal operations



ON THE PLUS SIDE – THERE’S 
HOMEWORK YOU CAN DO!

Before you visit the Northwest Room
Go to the City of Everett 
Digital Records Center

www.EverettWA.gov















Your building’s 
birth certificate







LIMITATIONS
• No photographs
• No blueprints
• Permits don’t start appearing until the 1950s
• For properties in areas more recently annexed into Everett 

there can be very little.
• If there was a previous structure that was torn down, 

those records generally aren’t there.



ASSIGNMENT 2
Contact the Snohomish County Assessor’s office
• 425-388-3433
• Contact.assessor@snoco.org
• Documents related to past sales
• Old assessor’s photographs (usually no more than 1 or 2)
• Much more information than they make available on their 

website https://snohomishcountywa.gov/5167/Assessor
• Unclear if they’re open for public visits but they can email 

a digital file.

mailto:Contact.assessor@snoco.org
https://snohomishcountywa.gov/5167/Assessor


WHEN YOU VISIT THE 
NWR:

Top 3 resources we have:
• Sanborn Fire Insurance 

Maps*
*These have been digitized and can be accessed at epls.org

• City Directories
• Ancestry Library Edition*

*Ancestry is currently available at home with a library card. We don’t know when they’ll be revoking that access.



SANBORN MAPS
• Created for assessing fire insurance liability
• Detailed info on location of structures on lot, type of 

construction, footprint, and number of floors
• 1914 and 1955 in the Northwest Room
• The city will accept these as proof to

grandfather in a structure







1914 1955 Latest Google Maps
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Current 
Google 
Maps



LIMITATIONS
• Doesn’t contain official lot lines - not a substitute for 

having a professional survey done.
• They’re only two points in time and fairly far apart.
• They don’t include any information about design elements 

for your structure.
• Information about upper levels on buildings leaves much 

to be desired. Eg. is it a full 2nd story, a dormer, a separate 
legal apartment, etc.

• Only cover North Everett



DIRECTORIES
• Polk City Directories 1893-1999

-1932 on has address index
-Some additional Snohomish County communities in     
early volumes
-Discover householder/renter info including   
profession and employer

• Cole Directories 1980-Present
-Just name information

Both are used either to discover what was at a particular 
address, or where a specific person lived/business was 
located.



1933 Polk Directory
(2420 Walnut)





ANCESTRY LIBRARY
• Formerly only available for use in the library unless you have a personal 

account. Currently there is access from home with EPL card.

• Census records can help with pre-1932 addresses

1900, 1910, 1920, 1930 - unfortunately 1890 lost 

• Some house history researchers compile the genealogy of the former 
occupants of their property of interest











1900, 1910, and 1920 precincts maps are available here:

https://www.epls.org/317/Library-Building-History-Resources

or under “NW History – Researching Buildings – Library Building 
History Resources” in the menu at epls.org. 

There are also print copies in a binder on the microfilm desk in the 
Northwest Room. 

https://www.epls.org/317/Library-Building-History-Resources


2420 Walnut revisited – 1910 Census



Albert French(head of house) 57 from New York, as were his parents. Worked as a 
sawmill inspector (refer to Polk for employer info – his wasn’t listed). He could read 
and write, and he was a veteran, and possibly had some level of sight and hearing 
impairment.

Mary (wife) 53 from New York, as were her parents. They were married 30 years at 
the time of this census. She gave birth to 8 children, 3 of whom were living at this 
time. She could read and write.

Harlan (son) 29. Born in Michigan. Sawmill worker, could read and write. Veteran, 
and possibly some sight and hearing impairment.

C. Glenn (son) 23. Born in Michigan. Sawmill worker. Could read and write.

Maria (daughter) 16. Born in Michigan. No occupation. Could read and write but not 
in school.

William (35) and Etta (25) DuBois – in-laws and borders. He was from NY, she from 
MI. He worked at a sawmill, and she was a teacher at a city school.



WANT MORE?
• Northwest Regional Branch – Washington State Archives

• Wills and probate records from all counties Northwest of King
• Other assorted City and County records, maps, etc.

• Could be helpful for properties in more recently-annexed parts of Everett or 
unincorporated areas.

• Granite Falls Historical Society – Map Overlay Project
• https://gfhistory.org/Maps.html
• A full version of this program lives on the microfilm computer in the NWR
• “How To” videos from creator Fred Cruger on Northwest Room at Home 

playlist on YouTube 
• Historic Everett – Maps and Walking Tours

• https://historiceverett.org/maps/maps.html
• Information about existing and historical structures
• Historic photographs of identified properties
• Walking tours for many of Everett’s neighborhoods

• Get to know your neighbors!
• Find who has been there the longest
• See if they have photos that show your block
• Ask questions 
• Long-term residents tend to pay attention to what’s happening on their block

https://gfhistory.org/Maps.html
https://historiceverett.org/maps/maps.html


MIND THE GAPS
• No searchable collection of historic photos of all structures. 

Closest thing is the Assessor’s office.
• No archives of architectural plans. What exists is very spotty 

and spread out in different collections and businesses.
• We have info on some of the architects active in the area but 

it’s an incomplete accounting.
• No index of buildings where deaths or crimes occurred, and 

Washington is not a state where that information is required 
in real estate transactions.

Orgs like the Northwest Room, Historic Everett, the Everett 
Museum of History, etc. are constantly compiling more 
resources. If you strike out with your first search, it doesn’t hurt 
to check back later to see what’s new.



LISA LABOVITCH

LLABOVITCH@EVERETTWA.GOV

425.257.8005

QUESTIONS?

mailto:llabovitch@everettwa.gov
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